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Ibn Abi '1-Dunya on Penitence 

By A. J. ARBERRY 

BEOCKELMANN 1 lists no fewer than forty-four surviving works 
of the celebrated litterateur Ibn Abi '1-Dunya (d. 281/894), who 
was tutor to the caliphs al-Mu'tadid (d. 291/902) 2 and al-Muktafi 
(d. 295/908), 3 ten more than the catalogue of titles given by Ibn 
al-Nadim. 4 While no detailed study of this important and enter- 
taining author has yet been undertaken and the contents of only one 
of his books are at all well known, 5 it is evident from his titles that 
the great majority of these works discuss various ascetic themes ; 
so that Ibn al-Nadim is sufficiently justified in including him in his 
section on zuhhdd, 'ubbdd, and mutasaumfa. As a traditionist he 
was reckoned to be trustworthy (saduq) 6 by Ibn Abi Hatim 
(d. 327/939), 7 quoting the opinion of his father, Abu Hatim 
Muhammad b. Idris b. al-Mundhir al-Tamimi al-Hanzali al-Razi 
(d. 277/890) 8 : this might, indeed, be considered a somewhat biased 
judgment, for Muhammad b. Idris, as we shall show later, was one 
of Ibn Abi '1-Dunya's favourite sources of information. The same 
favourable estimate was reached by Abu 'All Salih b. Muhammad b. 
'Amr b. Habib al-Asadi (d. 293/906), 9 who, however, added the 
demurrer that Ibn Abi '1-Dunya attended a certain Muhammad b. 
Ishaq, of Balkh, who was a liar, a forger, and a fabricator of isndd. 10 
It is proposed in this paper to examine the contents of one 
of the minor works of Ibn Abi '1-Dunya which is not mentioned in 
Brockelmann's catalogue, nor apparently anywhere else, but happens 
to have survived in a unique and singularly interesting copy in the 

1 GL4.£.I153,Suppl.I247-8. 

2 al-Khatib, Ta'rikh Baghdad X 91. 

3 Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist (Cairo 1348/1929) 262. 

4 Loc. cit. ; for a detailed discussion see A. S. Wiener in Der Islam IV 413-20. 

5 The al-Faraj ba'd al-shidda, lithographed twice in India and printed at Cairo ; 
summarized in al-Suyuti (d. 91 1/1505), al-Araj fi 'ntizar al-faraj (printed Damascus 
1350/1931). 

6 TaWikh Baghdad X 89 ; al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-huffaz II 224. 

7 Tadhkirat al-huffaz III 46-9. 

8 Tadhkirat al-buffaz II 132-4 ; Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib IX 31-4. 

9 Tadhkirat al-huffaz II 194-5 ; Ta'rikh Baghdad IX 322-8. 

10 Ta'rlkh Baghdad X 90. However, al-Dhahabi {Tadhkirat al-bwffaz II 13), 
who mentions that Ibn Abi '1-Dunya quoted from him, cites an opinion that he was 
a marvellous bdfiz ; see also Ta'rikh Baghdad I 234-6, where it is stated inter alia 
that he said he went to Baghdad to study the works of Aristotle. 
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Chester Beatty collection. This little book is entitled, both on the 
title-page and in the colophon, the Kitdb al-Tauba ; and its contents 
suggest that this is an excellently appropriate name. The manuscript 
is in 30 folios measuring 17-8 X 12-7 cm. (written surface 14-5 
X 10 cm.), 18-20 lines to the page ; the paper, which is slightly 
polished, is cream and of but moderate quality ; some water stains 
have obliterated the clear naskh script in a few places. The damaged 
binding, probably of the fourteenth century, is of dark brown 
leather, napped, with a rather crude centre ornament, corners, line 
borders, and stamped frieze, typically Mamluk in style. Though so 
unpretentious in appearance the little volume is precious not only 
for the rarity of its principal contents but also on account of other 
accidental features which are detailed below. 

Transmission. 

The transcription, which must have been made before the end of 
the year 598/1202, 1 is undated and unsigned. It opens with a title- 
page summarizing the chain of descent of the text from author to 
copyist ; this information is recorded at greater length in the 
beginning of the work (fol. 1 b) :— 

^y> Jjfcl jJI |tl*JI fU)[l 76-^Ji L*i>. ^JLiaJ b di>y> . ~o-J\ <jfj\ 4Jjl r -> 
<!*- v--c».j j jIojLj A1J\ 4^Ip <y *A>- ,j ,j2~J\ ^^ %x ^" ^\ *4**^ 7*^^ kJ^ 

^ j&£- o^*— jj! LI v--Jaii c-olr & ^ o; -^ J^\ y) ^ S* <j . J^ { J^y^ 

<?L ^-jjIj S^^JLP- ^j^J- <C^- jjjL»Cj <J.£. cJ*1j.Aj J^-^yaJI ^jbU ^/ J-^a^I o*. (S^y* 
O^P ^ a£<£- ^ ^ji JLX- ^Xj jj! L jllyoJI (j[^ay\ ^\ JUt ^ J^g- ^jl JUC- jjl LI 

This is indeed an eminent pedigree. The copyist, whose name we 
may conjecture from a reading-note subsequently analysed 2 to 
have been Abu J l-Haram Maki b. 'All b. Kamil al-Harram, received 
the text at first hand from the eminent Hanbali lawyer and author, 
Ibn Qudama al-Maqdisi, who was born at Jamma'il, near Nabulus, 
in 541/1146, and died at Damascus in 620/1223 3 : it was, no doubt, 
this treatise that inspired him to write his own manual on penitents, 

1 The date of the study-note signed by Ibn Qudama, see below. 

2 Named as owner of the manuscript in Ibn Qudama's entry. 

3 See Brockelmann I 398, Suppl. I 688-9 with references. 
JRAS. APRIL 1951. 4 



50 IBN ABI 'L-DUNYA ON PENITENCE 

the Kitab al-Tauwabln. 1 He himself received the text at Baghdad 
in Rajab 563/April 1168 2 from 

Abu Muhammad c Abd al-Rahmanb. Jami' b. Ghanina b. al-Banna', 
a distinguished Hanbali scholar in his day, who was born c. 500/1107 
at Maidan (Baghdad), 3 achieved a reputation as a controversialist, 
and died in 582/1 186. 4 Ibn al-Banna', who called himself by his 
grandfather's name Ghanima, 5 received the text from 

Abu '1-Sa'adat Ahmad b. Ahmad b. 'Abd al- Wahid al-Mutawakkili, 
of the 'Abbasi and Hashimi families, mentioned as a pupil of the 
eminent al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, 6 who died at the age of 80 — having 
performed the Ramadan tardwih at this advanced age he fell from 
his roof on returning home — in 51 1/11 17, 7 having long since 
received the text from 

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. 'All b. Thabit al-Khatib, of Baghdad, the 
celebrated biographer and author of Ta'nkh Baghdad, who was born 
in 392/1002 and died in 463/1071. 8 He received the text at 
Nishapur in 415/1024 from 

Abu Sa'id Muhammad b. Musa b. al-Fadl b. Madhan al-Sairafi, 
who studied under the eminent, all-but-centenarian, traditionist, 
Abu '1- 'Abbas Muhammad b. Ya'qub b. Yusuf al-Naisaburi 
al-Asamm (247-346/861-957), 9 whom he supported financially, and 
died, evidently at a very advanced age, towards the end of 
421/1030. 10 It must have been in his extreme youth that he received 
the text from 

Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah al-Isfahani al-Saffar, 
an author on asceticism and associate of devotees, who died in 
339/950 not having raised his head from the ground for more than 
forty years. 11 He received the text from 

Ibn Abi '1-Dunya himself. 

Contents. 

The text of the Kitab al-Tauba consists of 201 separate and distinct 
sections, each containing a Tradition, saying, or set of verses intro- 

1 No. 7 in Brockelmann's List. 

2 We know from Muhammad Jamil, Mukhtasar ^abaqdt al-Hanabila 45 that 
Ibn Qudama went to Baghdad, where he met 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (d. 561/1166), 
in 561/1166 and remained there about four years. 

3 Yaqut, Mu'jam al-bulddn (Cairo 1323/1905) VIII 123. 

4 Ibn al-'Imad, Shadhardt al-dhahab IV 274. 5 Yaqut, loc. cit. 
6 Tadhkiratal-buffaz III 313. 7 Shadhardt al-dhahab IV 64. 

8 Brockelmann I 329, Suppl. 1 562-4. 9 Tadhkirat al-luffdz III 73-5. 

10 Shadhardt al-dhahab III 220. n Ibid. II 349. 
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duced by its chain of transmission ; as two of these (nos. 3, 41) are 
identical, the true total is 200. The sections are not numbered, 
nor are they arranged after any recognizable system, though 
occasionally there is a group of successive items introduced by the 
same authority. 

The largest group of quotations assigned to a single personality 
comprises not unnaturally those attributed to the Prophet 
Muhammad, being 33 in all (really 32, allowing for one repetition) ; 
they are nos, 3, 4, 14-18, 22, 24-6, 41, 57, 75, 77, 79, 83, 90, 112, 128, 
133-4, 145, 147-8, 167-170, 178, 182, 191-2. The next largest 
group (10) relates to al-Hasan, sc. al-Hasan al-Basri, the celebrated 
theologian and ascetic (d. HO/728), 1 viz. nos. 68, 118, 143, 149-150, 
153, 181, 187, 189-190. 'All b. Abi Talib comes third with 5 sayings 
(nos. 6, 81, 137, 160, 171). There is a tie with 4 items each between 
Bakr b. 'Abd Allah al-Mazanl (d. 106/724 or 108/726) 2 (nos. 42, 
144, 155, 173), Malik b. Dinar (d. c. 130/748) 3 (nos. 65, 100, 165, 
185), Mujahid (d. 103/722) 4 (nos. 12, 23, 51, 158), and Ibn 
al-Sammak (d. 144/761) 5 (nos. 10, 46, 63, 96). Fifth highest total 
of 3 items each is shared between 'Abd Allah b. Mas'ud (d. 32/653 or 
33/654) 6 (nos. 30, 31, 111), 'Abd Allah b. al-Mubarak (d. 181/797) 7 
(nos. 8, 9, 32), 'Aun b. 'Abd Allah (d. HO/728) 8 (nos. 176, 179, 180), 
al-Fudail b. 'Iyad (d. 187 803) 9 (nos. 62, 163, 199), Jesus (nos. 121, 
129, 135), Moses (nos. 37, 40, 54), and Sufyan b. 'Uyaina (d. 198/ 
814) 10 (nos. 86, 161, 193). Two quotations relate to Ibrahim b. 
Adham, the noted prince of Balkh, turned Sufi (d. 162/779) n ; 
David (nos. 12, 56), Luqman (nos. 28, 154), and the Torah (nos. 131, 
172) are also cited twice ; while there is one reference to the celebrated 
woman-saint Eabi'a al-'Adawiya (d. 129/947) 12 (no. 105). In all, 
some 100 names are cited, and there are a few anonymous 
quotations. 

Selected Items 

The following selections illustrate some of the interesting contents 

of this compilation : — 

1 Brockelmann 1 66, Suppl. 1 102. 2 Tahdhib al-Tahdhib 1 484-5. 

3 Ibid. X 14-15. 4 Shadharat al-dhahab 1 125. 

5 Tahdhib al-Tahdhib III 132. 6 Ibid. VI 27-8. 

7 Brockelmann, Suppl. 1 156. 8 Shadharat al-dhahab 1 140. 

9 Brockelmann, Suppl. I 430 ; Abu Nu'aim, Hilyat al-auliycC VIII 84-139. 

10 Tahdhib al-Tahdhib III 117-122. 

11 Shadharat al-dhahab I 255-6 ; Hilyat al-auliya? VII 367-VIII 57. 

12 Shadharat al-dhahab I 140. 
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(5) Received from Abu Hafs al-Bukhari > Muhammad b. 
'Abd Allah b. 'Ulatha 1 > Ibrahim b. Abi 'Abla 2 : 

d^lj v-^JLUL (*jljJIj ^>L~ JUL jLl^-VI Jl* dUa*- ^a J~*^3 cjIjI^j 

(8) Received from Abu 'Abd al-Rahman al-Azdi > 'Abdan b. 
'Uthman > 'Abd Allah b. al-Mubarak who used to quote : 

^jJU* }L$ ^L^ U JjJj ^iaJ l^k Lfb dLoc^ai* j 

(9) Received from Ahmad b. Ishaq b. 'Isa, al-Ahwazi 3 > Abu 
'Abd al-Rahman al-Muqri' 4 > 'Abd Allah b. al-Mubarak who 

used to quote : 

> & . 

IjjLoj JJLJl <~>jji >A-j>3 OjiiJI Cw OjJJJI Vj^J 

L^J L^^ c dL*JuJ jL-j-j o^JUJI ©L**- i_jjjJJl dlj'j 

(10) Received from a man of Quraish, a descendant of Talha b. 
'Ubaid Allah > Ibn al-Sammak who used to quote : 

ciLjjl *_* Jj~k o^-^-j <lJL«*J dlTj ^j^ dj-z 

(11) Received from Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Azdi 5 who said : 

b^i i^JL* jl ^jlJi ^uT ^-"«,?.-. m c^jjui r -L. 

b_^ p^Jl j_f f *Li Ijfj CjLj^.1 cj> J.^fL f Ia_lI 

bj_^JI 4_l» ^J^U-j Ijl^ < JLTI o_*U ^ jlj>-T <jju <-*$ 

b^_^Ji <J <JL*-j JJ| ^ ^„>.J L*bl J j. Si bL* {S ^}6 £j 

1^^ i^_J^=»j <J->jj{~>j (J- Jil ^_V* O^ix-I LJ>1 ^^ (^ 

IJL^-JI ^^3 JjJa- ^JwC |I ^^L*!! <±L^ ^J^^"cjU*^i 

1 Qadi of the eastern quarter of Baghdad in the reign of al-Mahdi (160-70/775-85 ) 
see Ta'nkh Baghdad V 388-9. 

2 Died 152/769, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib I 142-3. 

3 Died 250/864, see ibid. I 14-15. 

4 Died 212/827 or 213/828, see ibid. VI 83-4. 

5 Died 264/878, see ibid. I 76-7. 
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(13) Eeceived from 'Uqba b. Mukram al-'Ami 1 > Muhammad b. 
Abl 'Adi 2 > al-Ash'ath 3 : 

^*J Ji JL-ii \j*2 J>J*>„ y* l^li CJ*~^ 3 &jj^\ ^l* dr*~^ <LJj~J 

(29) Eeceived from a shaikh of Kinana, who said : 

s±\-& Ujj Oj.ll 3L~~ J <I ^jj & fa ^rr 3 " a*^ (^ ^^^-^ 

(32) Eeceived from Ahmad b. Abl Nasr 4 > 'Abd Allah b. al- 
Mubarak who said : 

JL -t?*^ ^J- , >t c ^'^ ^^"j ^^^-^-^ 4 ^f^- J . ^-^j^-f- "^ 

(33) Eeceived from Muhammad b. Abl Yahya al-Basri > 
Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Eahman al-Taimi > Ma'bad b. Tauq 
al-'Anbarl who said : 

^uj V c^j oLr! i jp <J^ ^^j^ 4J L^L^ c^ 
^ilio O^J v l^i c^' <JZ°\ 3 cjJ ^J\ U^l 51 

(34) Eeceived from Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Azdi > Ibrahim b. 
Dawud who said : 

(45) Eeceived from Muhammad b. Abl Eaja al-Qurashi > Ibrahim 
b. Adham who said : 

. < ir **L\ Oy^ tc-^s dJ jL \yJ\ l\^ j j\k'J\ c~^>/\ j[ dill 

(53) Eeceived from Muhammad b. Idris > 'Amran b. Musa b. 

1 Died 243/857, see Shadharat al-dhahab II 104 ; for other dates see Tahdhib 
al-Tahdhib VII 250. 

2 Died 194/810, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib IX 12-13. 

3 Died 40/662, see ibid. I 359. 

4 = Ahmad b. Jamil al-MarwazI, d. 230/845, see Ta'rlkh Baghdad IV 76-7 ; 
Ibn Hajar, Lisdn al-mizdn I 147. 
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Yazld al-TarasusI > Abu 'Abd Allah al-Malati > Ibrahim b. 
Adham who said : 

(64) Received from al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman x > a man 
of the Barm Tamim who said : 

(72) Received from al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman > Abu 
'Uthman al-Mu'addib who said : 

*J>\~z o^-J-i u_*j dlTj j^J \j>. j^ ^,1 r- jl j dLo jfup *wi^ 

(85) Received from al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman who quoted : 

<;L^pj £jjl\ jjfxj o'lJLJL jLii L^l I 

<;Lil^ jl,*_j <JL*J 

(86) Received from al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman who quoted : 

j3^ <^^^Ji 3^ Jl U- [ ]^ )UajL. j o^^i 

-^J— ^i L-" ill [ ] ^jj^ ^-ij^ ^_H. *^i ri 

aibj ju-j LjjJI ^ fLk>. *-$£■* j ^L;^ Ulji! ^jl Li 

(87) Received from al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman > 'All b. 
Jabala 2 who said : 

1 Died 253/867, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib II 342-3. 

2 Well-known poet, lived 160-213/777-828, see Ta'rikh Baghdad XI 359 ; Abu 
'1-Faraj, Kitab al-Aghani XVIII 100-14 ; Ibn Qutaiba, al-Shi'r wd > l-shu i ara t 
550-3 
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r" jJ^ali Jls- 3_jjjJi (_5jJaJ'^ jLJUJI J^aj" > <L;scA «wi.»-j 

(99) Received from Muhammad b. Idris > Huraim b. 'Uthman 
> Sallam b. Miskin x : 

(105) Received from a man of 'Abd al-Qais of Basra > Rabi'a 
al-'Adawiya : 

(107) Received from Muhammad b. 'Amran al-Dabbi 3 > Ibn 
Kunasa 4 who said : 

1&jUi».Ij IjuU ^j^l*!! ^yj ry-+* *Lj *j^~- \ LJLla* Jl ^-^ » 

(115) Received from al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman > Sa'id b. 
Wahb 5 who said when having walked far on the Pilgrimage : 

v_-J&)i *L ^ ^'jl ^^A*li <_^J5ol J^j \jys\ ***& 

(JjJJ , '^ y&*> ^\ J**l* 

(116) Received from Ya'qiib b. Muhammad > a man of Basra 
who would not take shelter from the sun when entering the Sacred 
Territory and said : 

U*U c^= jui UaJJ Jl 3j! ^ oJ 5^1 J15 51 ctUL^-A 
U-51; ciLL>. lT ( jl^ Lj X-UL eL~- VT I J^^ Li 

1 Died 167/774, see Shadharat al-dhahab I 263. 2 Psalms 1 1. 

3 Tutor of the caliph-poet Ibn al-Mu'tazz (251-5/866-9), see Ta'rikh Baghdad 
III 132-3. 

4 Noted poet, died 209/824, see Ta'rikh Baghdad V 204-8, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib 
IX 259-60. 

5 Well-known poet who died in the reign of al-Ma'miin (201-18/815-33), see 
Ta'rikh Baghdad IX 73-4 where those verses are quoted, Kitab al-Aghani XXI 
104-10. 
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(121) Received from Ishaq b. Isma'il 1 > Jarir 2 > al-A'mash 3 
> 'Amr b. Murra 4 > Salim b. Abi 5 1-Ja'd 5 : 

Ulj -*±+ UjJI ^f f^r ^y $ r*J J^J-r- 1 csV fi* c/ u>~i* J^ 

(123) Received from an informant whose name has been 
obliterated by water : 

(125) Received from a philosopher-poet : 

^JQaJi SJbJU* [ ] 

■^ Wlj *LuJ) 3-^j~^ 3-Jj^ SjJU. ^J-i >-*.* 
v-if <y> r L>l ^yOL- Jo V dJLi j^ju; V j-i-T 
^jCJI J <±U* L^ cJ\ • L^dilj dbLU- ^ +s 

(126) Received from a philosopher-poet : 

jjj}\ ja dJUfr Bli^j dlfyo Ljfa jUj ^_^ <>Wuj Vj 

1 Died 225/840, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib I 226-7. 

2 Died 175/791, see ibid. II 69-72. 

3 Died 148/765, ibid. IV 222-6, Shadhardt al-dhahab I 220-1. 

4 Died 116/734 or 118/736, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib VIII 102-3, Shadhardt al- 
dhahab I 152. 

Died 100/719. see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib III 432-3, Shadhardt al-dhahab I 118 
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(129) Keceived from Abu Ishaq al-Adami > Zaid b. 'Auf *- 

> Hammad b. Salama 2 > Dawud b. Abi Hind 3 > Shahr b. 
Haushab 4 : 

"V ©yo 13-^ J^-** ft:.^. <-£ C->^. J*-*^ 0-*~ ^ dr*°"^ ^j^y^3 ^j^. 

J^JCpU *lil ^^^ J-r^* - ^ *^ Jj—» r^r** i^U»- ci ^J^ *-$\/ vjb ,7^^ t>° 

pXlJ Iaa ^*( Lj| ^^p Jl-ii <JL*-j <i~>. <J1 jUi <~»1j <J-!)U Ji Uj f 

(135) Received from Hamzab. al-' Abbas 5 > 'Abdanb. 'Uthman 6 

> 'Abd Allah b. al-Mubarak > 'Abdal-Hamidb. Bahrain 7 > Shahr 
b. Haushab > Abu Huraira 8 : 

^ • j ~>- ju? (J-^*' < ui^» ^ s ^3 jW* j-f M?. L -{H.j'j-^"' Cf* £-*-> <3 f*-"^****' v~r! 

*t-J>I jjb Ijjji <-X***8 <Uc «JLJ ^^xiujli Lo^ /*•*.>* «--sAjJI jjn LjLj tjj^ OJ^ 

L^i dljLii <_u:..Ll <_ rii (Ji i1>oj ^JUajU ^^-^-1 f ^Si <x-w« <^- «JL- o>>- §^ 

f^.^ cJ» ^5^- V*^ (3-^^ f <^J cJl L-^J ^J-H* ^ ^"J"^ jijjU ^^> TtiaiTj 
^JUajl jr Zj-JLa* <-^u 4jtjT ^j J^. <U* J^_~acli [5^C] jL^ j\^*J* <^>- Ji 
^jjX) CA*. Olaii J^»U JJ^ dijAX5 |J> Jj» CA>- jO 1-4 <^jwA.;5 <X-«o (Ji Ojb 

ji^Ij x- j-L^c-iil j^J\ j ^Ji ^ <JL.ipl jjlS"^j^J1 jj^ dlJui^ Llia.il j 

(151) Received from Muhammad b. al-Husain > e Ubaid Allah b. 
Muhammad al-Taimi 9 > Zuhair al-SalulI 10 > a man of BaFanbar 
who said : 

1 See Lisan al-mizan II 509. 

2 Died 167/783, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib III 11-16, Shadharat al-dhahab I 362. 

3 Died 140/757, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib III 204-5, Shadharat al-dhahab I 208. 

4 Died 100/719, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib IV 369-72, Shadharat al-dhahab I 119. 

5 Died 260/874, see Ta'Hkh Baghdad VIII 179-80. 
« Died 221/837, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib V 313-4. 

7 See ibid. VI 109-10. 

8 Died 57/677, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib XII 262-7. 

9 Died 228/843, see ibid. VII 45-6. 

10 Died under al-Ma'mun, see ibid. Ill 353. 
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2^Vs£ Authorities 

Ibn Abi '1-Dunya quotes at first hand from about 100 informants 
in the course of the Kitab al-Tauba ; the great majority are of course 
responsible for a single item. Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Idris b. 
al-Mundhir al-Tamimi al-Razi, to whom reference has been made 
above, easily leads the field of authorities with no fewer than 
seventeen entries (nos. 47-9, 52-3, 55-6, 68-9, 73-4, 89, 95-9). 
Muhammad b. al-Husain al-'Amiri al-Baghdadi comes second with 
ten items (nos. 35, 127, 133, 151, 176, 179, 180, 182-4), closely 
followed by al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman al-Jarjara'i with nine 
(nos. 63-4, 72, 84-8, 115). Fourth place goes to Muhammad b. 
'All al-Marwazi who is quoted six times (nos. 70, 181, 193, 198-9, 
201) ; the same total is credited to Ya'qub b. 'Ubaid al-Nahrutiri 
(nos. 20, 26, 43, 60, 114, 128). Of his teachers named by al-Khatib 
al-Baghdadi, 1 al-Dhahabi 2 and Ibn Hajar 3 it may be noted that 
he cites his father Muhammad 4 once (no. 188), Sa'id b. Sulaiman 
al-Wasiti 5 once (no. 167), Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Mausili 6 once 
(no. 170), Khalaf b. Hisham 7 once (no. 163), Khalid b. Khidash 8 
once (no. 169), Suraij b. Yiinus 9 once (no. 189), Dawud b. Rushaid 10 
once (no. 196), and 'AH b. al-Ja'd n thrice (nos. 51, 77, 177). No 
doubt the special character of the book largely influenced this 
unexpected distribution. 

Below are given brief notes on the commonest used authorities 
in this book, with tables showing some of their isndd : a critical 
examination establishes the soundness of those chains of descent 
and confirms Ibn Abi '1-Dunya's reputation as a careful scholar 
according to the accepted standards of the Muslim science of 
Traditions. 

1 Ta'rikh Baghdad X 89. 

2 Tadhhirat al-buffaz II 224. 

3 Takdhlb al-TahdMb VI 12. 

4 See Ta'rikh Baghdad II 370. 

5 Died 225/840, see Takdhlb al-TahdMb IV 43-4. 

6 Died 236/850, see ibid. I 9. 

7 Died 229/844, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib III 156-7. 

8 Died 223/838 or 224/839, see ibid. Ill 85-6. 

9 Died 235/850, see ibid. Ill 257-9. 

10 Died 239/853, see ibid. Ill 184-5 . 

11 Died 230/845, see ibid. VII 289-293. 
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Muhammad ibn Idrls 

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Idrls b. al-Mundhir b. Dawud al- 
Hanzali al-Razi was born in 195/811, and wrote his first Traditions 
in 209/825 ; he afterwards taught the subject in Baghdad. His 
study-travels lasted seven years, in the course of which he walked 
more than 1,000 leagues. In 214/830 he came to Basra intending 
to stay there a year, but was only able to afford to remain eight 
months, and even then by dint of selling his clothes and being 
reduced to absolute destitution. From Bahrain he travelled to 
Cairo, Ramla, and Tarsus, amassing a vast collection of Traditions 
and establishing a wide reputation as a sound and learned scholar ; 
he was quoted by such eminent authorities as al-Bukhari, Abu 
Dawud, al-Nasa'I and Ibn Maja. He died in Sha'ban 277/November 
890 at the age of 82. 1 

Muh. b. Idrls 



Hammad b. 

Humaid 

(Tahdhib IV 

6-7) 

Aiyub b. 

Suwaid 

{Tahdhib I 

405-6) 

Abu Ran' 

{Tahdhib I 

294-6) 



'Abda b. 

Sulaiman 

Tahdhib VI 

460) 

Ishaq b. 

'Isa 
{Tahdhib I 

245) 

Yazid b. BazI' 

{Lisdn VI 

284-5) 



Zaid b. Aslam 

{Tahdhib III 

395-7) 



I 

Musa b. 

Aiyub 

{Tahdhib X 

336-7) 

I 
Makhlad b. 

al-Hasan 

{Tahdhib X 

72) 

Khattab al- 
'Abid 

{Tahdhib IV 
146) 



Ya'qub b. 

Ka'b 

{Tahdhib XI 

394) 

al-Walid b. 

Muslim 

{Tahdhib XI 

151-5) 

'Uthman b. 

Abi 'l-'Atika 

{Tahdhib VII 

124-6) 



Suwaid b. 

Sa'Id 

{Tahdhib IV 

272-5) 

Musa b. 

'Umair 

{Tahdhib X 

364-5) 

I 

Ja'far b. 

Muhammad 

{Tahdhib II 

103-5) 

Muh. b. 'AH 

b. al-Husain 

{Tahdhib IX 

350-2) 



Muhammad ibn al-Husain 
Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. al-Husain b. Ibrahim b. al-Hurr 
al-'Amiri al-Baghdadi, called Ibn Ishkab, had his original home in 
Nasa of the province of Khurasan. His grandfather took part 
in the Abu 'l- £ Abbas rising which led to the establishment of the 
Abbasid caliphate ; his father grew up in Baghdad where he studied 
and taught Traditions and Law, dying in 216/831. 2 Ibn Ashkab, 



1 Ta'rikh Baghdad II 73-7, Tadhhirat al-l 
IX 31-4. 

2 Ta'rihh Baghdad VIII 17-8. 



Jdz II 132-4, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib 



60 



IBN ABI L-DUNYA ON PENITENCE 



who was younger than his brother 'All (d. 261/875), 1 was cited twice 
by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, and was generally regarded as truthful 
and trustworthy ; he died at the age of 80 on 10 Muharram 261/25 
October 874. 2 







Mufr. b. al-Husain 

1 






Isma'il b. 


Hajjaj b. 


'Ubaid Allah 


Bakr b. Mull. 


Sulaiman b. 


'Umar 


' Mufc. 


al-Taimi 


al-Ba§ri 


Harb 


{Tahdhib I 


(Tahdhib II 


(Tahdhib VII 


(Lisdn II 


(Tahdhib IV 


319) 

1 


205-6) 

1 


45-6) 

i 


57) 

1 


178-180) 
1 


1 
Mu'arraf b. 


Yunus b. 


Zuhair al- 


Salim b. 


1 
Hammad b. 


Wasil 


Abi Isljaq 


Saluli 


Null 


Salama 


(Tahdhib X 


(Tahdhib XI 


(Tahdhib III 


(Tahdhib III 


(Tahdhib III 


229-230) 

1 


433-4) 

1 


353) 


443) 

i 


11-15) 

1 


Muharib b. 


Abu Isfraq 




'Umar b. 


al-Jurairi 


Dithar 


(Tahdhib YIII 




Musa 


(Tahdhib IV 


(Tahdhib X 


63-7) 




(Tahdhib XII 


5-7) 


49-51) 


Abu Juhaifa 




4) 

I 


| 




(Tahdhib XI 




'Aun b. 'Abd 


'Abd AUah b. 




164-5) 

1 




Allah 
(Lisdn IV 


Shaqiq 
(Tahdhib V 




'All b. Abi 




387-8) 


253-4) 




Talib 






| 




(Tahdhib VII 






The Prophet 




334-9) 
j 










The Prophet 









al-Husain ibn e Abd al-Rahmdn 
Abu 'All al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Kahman al-Jarjara'I, fellow- 
townsman of Muhammad b. al-Fadl the vizer of al-Mutawakkil and 
al-Musta'm who died in 251/865, 3 was used as an authority by 
Abu Dawud, al-Nasa'I and Ibn Maja ; he died in 253/867. 4 

al-Husain b. 'Abd al-Rahman 

I 



Ibrahim b. Raja 
(Lisdn I 56) 



Ibn al-Sammak 
(Tahdhib III 132) 



Dawud b. 

Rushaid 

(Tahdhib III 

184-5) 

Mansur b. 
'Ammar 
(Lisdn VI 98-100) 



'AH b. Jabala 

(Shadhardt II 

30) 



Sa'id b. Wahb 
(Ta'rikh Bagh- 
dad IX 73-4) 



Died 261/875, see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib VII 302-3. 
Ibid. IX 121-2, Ta'rikh Baghdad II 223-4. 
Mu'jam al-bulddn III 80. 
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib II 342-3. 
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Muhammad b. 'All b. al-Hasan 
Abu 'Abd al-Rahman (Abu 'Abd Allah) Muhammad b. 'All 
b. al-Hasan b. Shaqlq b. Dinar (or b. Muhammad b. Dinar) al-'Abdi 
al-Marwazi, whose father, a well-known traditionist in his day and 
an authority on Ibn al-Mubarak, died in 215/830, 1 was quoted by 
al-Tirmidhi and al-Nasa'I and used by al-Bukhari and Muslim ; 
he died in 250/864 or 251/865. 2 



Muh. b. 'AH b. al-Hasan 

i 



Hamid 

(Lisan II 

163) 



Muli. b. al- 
Mubarak 
(Tahdhib IX 
423-4) 



'AH b. al-Hasan 
(Tahdhib VII 
298-9) 



Abu 'Abd al- 

Raljim 

[Tahdhib III 

132) 



Ibrahim b. al- 

Ash'ath 
(Lisan I 36) 



Ibrahim b. 

Ash'ath 

(Lisan I l 



al- 



al-Auza'I 

(Brock. Suppl. 

I 308) 



Sufyan b. 

'Uyaina 

(Tahdhib IV 

117-122) 



Muqatil 

(Tahdhib X 

279-285) 



al-Hasan al- 

Basri 

(Brock. Suppl. 

I 102) 



Abu 'Abd al- 
Rahman 
(Tahdhib VI 
83-4) 

Hay at b. 

Shuraih 
(Tahdhib III 

69-70) 

-f- Ibn Lahi'a 

(Tahdhib V 

373-9) 

Yazid b. Abl 

Hablb 

(Tahdhib XI 

318-19) 

Abu. 'Amran 
al-Tujibl 
(Tahdhib I 
365) 

Abu Aiyub al- 

Ansari 

(Tahdhib III 

90-1) 

Reading Notes 

The manuscript is particularly rich in reading notes, and the most 
important of these are here summarized. 

(1) Entry by the celebrated Hanball scholar and author Muwaffaq 
al-Din Abu Muhammad 'Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. 
Qudama al-Maqdisi, who as recorded above transmitted the text 
to the copyist : 

y) j^jJij Jw^Vi <-^~JJi c^- <J u^jys <J\jl-\ J^^c/ ^ o; i£+ $J~\ 

1 Ta'rikh Baghdad XI 371-2. 

2 TaWikh Baghdad III 55-6, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib IX 349-50. 



al-Fudail b. 

'Iyad 

(Tahdhib YIII 

294-7) 



al-Thauri 

(Tahdhib IV 

111-15) 



Hablb 

(Tahdhib II 

178-180) 



'Urwa b. 'Amir 

(Tahdhib VII 

185) 
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^Lx <-J-*- Sa*iJI <^j ^ c/^^b juU-JI Jb-Vl fjj rz-+Ayii oj^jJl! ^c^lll 



(2) Record of a second reading with Ibn Qudama by a group of 
scholars, dated 25 Dhu '1-Qa'da 605/31 May 1309 and signed by 
'Abd al-Mun'im b. Nasr Allah al-Tanukhi al-Hanafi, who acted 
as qdri' jointly with Taqi al-Din Abu '1-Hajjaj Yiisuf b. Ni'ma 
al-Maqdisi. 

(3) Record of a third reading with Ibn Qudama, dated Rabf II 
618/May 1221 and signed by Muhammad b. 'Abd al- Wahid, the 
qdri 9 being Abu Yiisuf 'Abd Allah b. 'Uthman b. Yiisuf al-Maqdisi, 
and the owner at this time Husain b. 'Abd Allah al-Maqdisi al- 
Mujallid al-Mu'adhdhin. 

(4) Lengthy record of a reading with 'Izz al-Din Abu 'Umar 
'Abd al-'Aziz b. Badx al-Din Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Sa'd Allah 
b. Jama 'a al-Kinani al-Shafi'I, the distinguished biographer (d. 
767/1366), 1 signed by 'Ali b. Yiisuf b. al-Hasan al-Zarandi al- 
Ansari, who was born ca. 710/1310, began his studies as a Shafi'i, 
then adopted the Hanafi School and became the first Hanafi 
qddi of Medina in 766/1365, where he died in 772/1371. 2 Among 
others named as being present at this reading, which is dated 
755/1354 and must have taken place in Medina, are :— 

(i) Badr al-Din Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Sadr al-Din Abi '1-Barakat 
Ahmad b. Majd al-Din Abu '1-Rauh 'Isa called Ibn al-Khashshab 
al-Qurashi al-Shafi'I, described as hakim of Medina. Born in 698/ 
1296, he was successively qddi of Aleppo and, in 754/1353, of 
Medina ; from the latter post he was deposed in 756/1355, so 
that this session took place exactly half-way through his brief 
tenure of office. He died on the way to Cairo in 775/1 374. 3 

(ii) Fakhr al-Din Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Siraj al-Din 'Abd 
al-Latif b. Shihab al-Din Ahmad called Ibn Kuwaik al-Shafi'i, 
brother-in-law of Ibn Jama'a and his deputy, who taught Traditions 
at the Qubba Baibars and died in 769/1368. 4 

1 Brockelmann II 72, Suppl. II 78. 2 Ibn Hajar, al-Durar al-kamina III 142-3. 
3 Ibid. I 12-13. 4 Ibid. IV 24-5. 
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(iii) Siraj al-Din 'Umar, son of Ibn Jama'a, who was born in 
720/1320 and died at Cairo in 776/1374. 1 

(iv) Sharaj al-Din Abu Bakr, son of Ibn Jama'a, who was born 
in 728/1328, studied during his father's lifetime, but afterwards 
gave himself up to frivolity and squandered his inheritance ; he 
died at Cairo in 803/1401. 2 

(v) 'Afif al-Din 'Abd Allah b. Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. 
Ahmad al-Matari al-Ansarl, who was born at Mecca in 723/1323 
and died at Medina in 787/1385. 3 

(vi) Taqi al-Din 'Abd al-Kahman, brother of the foregoing, a 
learned lawyer (whereas 'Afif al-Din specialized in Traditions), 
who died at Aleppo in 765/1364 or 766/1365. 4 

(vii) Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Badr al-Din Lu'lu' called Ibn 
al-Naqib al-Shafi'i, a well-known Shaii'i scholar and author, son 
of a former Christian slave, who was born in 706/1306 and died in 
769/1368. 5 

(viii) Taqi al-Din Muhammad b. Salih b. Isma'il [al-Madani 
al-Muqri'], Imam and Khatib in the Prophet's Mosque, who died 
in 785/1383. 6 

Some of the foregoing were accompanied by their slaves who 
are named. 

1 Ibid. Ill 172. 2 al-Sakhawi, al-Dau' al-ldmi' XII 47-8. 

3 al-Durar al-kdmina II 245-6. 4 Ibid. II 340. 

5 Brockelmann, Suppl. II 104. 6 al-Durar al-kdmina III 457. 



